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Juanita Sauvage La Plata County Planning

Has the final route been determined, if not 
when will this be finalized? (For the San Juan 
Basin Energy Connect Project)

The final route has not been determined for the San Juan 
Basin Energy Connect Project, however a preferred route 
has been identified. The combination of the local county 
land use permit processes and the Environmental Impact 
Statement process will determine the final route. The 
latest proposed project schedule, including a targeted 
completion of line siting and permitting is available at 
www.sjbenergyconnect.com X

Juanita Sauvage La Plata County Planning
For the San Juan Basin Energy Connect project, 
when will the final alignment be determined? 

The final route has not been determined for the San Juan 
Basin Energy Connect Project, however a preferred route 
has been identified. The combination of the local county 
land use permit processes and the Environmental Impact 
Statement process will determine the final route. The 
latest proposed project schedule, including a targeted 
completion of line siting and permitting is available at 
www.sjbenergyconnect.com X

Juanita Sauvage La Plata County Planning

Are solar farms contemplated in terms of the 
San Juan Basin Energy Connect transmission 
line? 

There are no specific solar generation projects that are 
contemplated as part of the SJB Energy Connect project. 
Potential solar generation projects would require system 
interconnection studies to determine interconnection 
costs and viability. X

Scott Ballstadt Town of Windsor

Are there any new transmission lines or right-of-
way (ROW) associated with the Promonotory 
park project does this simply upgrade existing 
lines?

This project is early in the development stages, so all of 
the new design and upgrade details have not been 
determined. In the present project configuration, there is 
expected to be potentially new lines as well as upgrades 
of existing lines, however this is dependent upon 
determination of the final scope of the project as well 
whether there are joint participants in the project. X

Scott Ballstadt Town of Windsor
Has the exact location on the Carey substation 
been determined?

We are actively engaged in acquiring a proposed 
substation property. However, the substation location 
will not be final until the property acquisition and 
required land use permitting processes are complete. 
None of the presently considered locations are within 
the Town of Windsor. X

Kristen Manguso Grand County
What projects if any, are planned for Grand 
County?

There are currently no projects planned in Grand County 
that meet the criteria for inclusion in the Rule 3627 
projects. If you would like to be included in the 
stakeholder mailing list, please send an email to 
TransmissionPlanning@tristategt.org or fill out the 
online comment form. X
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Ron Lehr AWEA

Can you give estimated in-service dates for 
transmission in the Lamar, Burlington, and 
Wray areas?

The projected in service date for the 230 kV Burlington 
to Wray line is 2015 and the projected in service date for 
the Lamar-Front Range project is 2018-2019 X

Gary Graham
Western Resource 
Advocates

Colorado PUC Rule 3627 requires consideration 
of addressing environmental and cultural 
constraints. How will you address that part of 
the rule? Do you plan to use the 
recommendations from the Environmental Data 
Task Force (EDTF) report that was included in 
WECC's 10-year transmission plan?

Rule 3627 is new and this will be the first plan filed after 
being added. The proper consideration of environmental 
and cultural constraints is one component of the section 
regarding demonstrating efficient utilization of the 
transmission system on a "best-cost" basis. Tri-State 
intends to submit plans that are compliant with these 
"best-cost" requirements, however as each project is in 
varying levels of development, studies will be 
commensurate with the nature and timing of the new 
transmission facility. X

Gary Graham
Western Resource 
Advocates

Will of any of these planned transmission lines 
facilitate additional electricity generated by 
coal generated sources? 

None of the proposed transmission projects are intended 
to support a particular generation resource of any 
specific fuel type. Once integrated into the grid, a 
transmission line may facilitate the delivery of power 
generated from a variety of sources. Discussion of 
potential future generation projects is found in Tri-
State's 2010 Electric Resource Plan and the 2011 annual 
update thereto. For more information please visit: 
www.tristategt.org/resourceplanning X

Gary Graham
Western Resource 
Advocates

From an environmental stakeholder 
perspective, you can't separate transmission 
from generation. Will any new coal generated 
electricity be added to the grid?

None of the proposed transmission projects are intended 
to support a particular generation resource of any 
specific fuel type. Once integrated into the grid, a 
transmission line may facilitate the delivery of power 
generated from a variety of sources. Discussion of 
potential future generation projects is found in Tri-
State's 2010 Electric Resource Plan and the 2011 annual 
update thereto. For more information please visit: 
www.tristategt.org/resourceplanning X

Gary Graham
Western Resource 
Advocates

Looking beyond 10 years, have you discussed 
the longer term need for the San Luis Valley 
(SLV) to facilitate renewables in the valley?

We continue to pursue joint planning possibilities with 
Xcel Energy and others. For the San Luis Valley, while 
Xcel Energy has indicated they are not likely to proceed 
with the jointly planned San Luis Valley-Calumet-
Comanche Transmission Project, there are still 
conceptual transmission plans being conducted within 
the 20 year conceptual planning area that connect to the 
SLV. X

Christopher Fecke-Stoudt
K.R. Saline and Associates, 
PLC

Is an electronic copy of the presentation 
available online? If so, what is the weblink?

Yes. The website address is 
www.tristategt.org/transmissionplanning X

Roger Wilson State legislature
Do you have any plans going from SLV into the 
Gunnison area?

No. There are no planned projects from the San Luis 
Valley to the Gunnison area. X
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Roger Wilson State legislature

You have a number of opportunities with the 
renewables, were there any considerations of 
hydro or pump storage in your resource 
portfolio?

None of the proposed transmission projects are intended 
to support a particular generation resource of any 
specific fuel type. Once integrated into the grid, a 
transmission line may facilitate the delivery of power 
generated from a variety of sources. Discussion of 
potential future generation projects is found in Tri-
State's 2010 Electric Resource Plan and the 2011 annual 
update thereto. For more information please visit: 
www.tristategt.org/resourceplanning X

Roger Wilson State legislature Is there a website for this?
Yes, there is a website, 
www.tristategt.org/transmissionplanning X

Gary Beedy
Lincoln County 
Commissioner

Why did the Lamar Front Range Transmission 
Project change from 500KV to 345kV?

The Lamar-Front Range Transmission Project has not 
been proposed as a 500 kV project. It is presently 
proposed as a double-circuit 345 kV transmission 
project. The previous Eastern Plains Transmission Project 
was proposed as a 500 kV single circuit transmission 
project jointly with Western Area Power Administration, 
and had a different purpose and need then the Lamar-
Front Range Project being jointly developed with Xcel 
Energy. X

John Armenta Farmington Electric Utility

I live in the project area of the San Juan Basin 
Project. Will the Shiprock to Kiffen Canyon 
project use different voltages or for more than 
one circuit on the line? Will they use an existing 
transmission line?

The Shiprock to Kiffen Canyon portion of the SJBEC 
Project will be operated as a 230 kV single circuit initally 
but the structures will be built to be capable of installing 
a second circuit in the future. The line is new 
construction. X

Mark Detsky Dietze & Davis

For Tri-State's 230 kV Burlington to Wray 
Project,  is the line designed to have more than 
a single circuit?

The line is planned to be a single circuit wood H-frame 
design with no provision for a second circuit. X

Celia Freeman Colorado Parks & Wildlife
Is there still the opportunity for landowners to 
provide comments?

Yes. The projects presented are all at various stages of 
development, with some in early project planning stages 
and others further in development with active 
environmental studies being performed and land owners 
and agencies being contacted as part of the siting and 
permitting process. X
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